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~ew tife Outreach ~lnistrie~

~orth Church of Christ
Da vi d P I' a t t

Peace Edueation Commission ot Assuciated Churches or Ft.
Wayne & Allen County

Ann Freliek

Restored P~ths Ministries
Malcolm Howell

Revelation Missionary
Alrr~da Bledsoe

Samaritan Center - First Pr~sbyterian Church
Robert Collie

Sou1hern Heiihts Baptist Church
Otha Adon

Unitarian Univer~alist Church
Laurie Proctor

Yahweh's Assembly in Fort Wayne
Thomas Schattk~
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RELIGIOUS continued

American Athei$ts
nal Mathias

Blackhawk Baptist Church

Baha'i or Ft. Wayne
Carol Butler

Church or Christ at Grabill
Harvey Harker

Concordia Theolo~ical Seminary
Dr. Ralph Wetzel

End Tim~ Harvest Ministries
Deb White

First Assembly ot Cod Christian Center
F.W. Gre~ham

~ir~t Raptist Church of ~~~ Haven
Clarence Smith

Ft. Wayne FriendS of Tiber
Kat III e en Crowe

Gospel Li~ht House Church of God
David Baker

Grace ~emorial Baptist Church
Wi 11 i am Pau 1ey

Grace Temple Church
Hope For The World

House of God Church
Jerry Carter

Holy c~oss Lutheran Church
Paul Melin

P. 10 ~,

, Kin~s Chapel .ss~mbly

Juan Sanchez

Koinonia Chri~lian Center

Lake Avenue Church ot the ~azarine

Philip Ketcham

Mount Calvary Baptist
Rev. Mike Nickleson

Nation's or tsla~

Jeffre~ X ~1ann

::-fehemi ah Churc:b
Johnn,}' Gresh••
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INDIANA UNIVERSITY
PURDUE UNIVERSITY
AT FORT WAYNE

College Cabl~ Access Center
Channel 6 219/481-6000

( Defore the
(FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
( Washington, D.C. 20554
(
( In the Maner of
(TELEPHONE COMPANY-CABLE TELEViSION
( CC Docket No. 87-266
( Cross-Ownership Rules,
( Sections 63.54-63.58
( and
( Amendments of Parts 32. 36,
( Rul~maJcing No. 8491 6). 64, and 69 of
t the Commissiun's Rules to
( Establish and Implement Regulatory
( Procedures for Video Dial-tone Servic~

AFFlDAvrr IN SUPPORT OF COMMENTS

TO: The Commission

J. My name is Bemard 1. LohmuJler. I am the DirectOr of the College Cable Access
Center at Indiana University-Purdue University Fon Wayne (IPf'W), a non-profit. college
cable television access eenter in Fort Wayne.lDdiana operatins pW"5U3Dt to a cable franchise.
Section 611 of the Communications Act of 1984, as amcded, authorizes municipal and sute
franchising authorities to request that cable operators support cable access by public,
educational. and govemD1mw ("PEG") emilies.

2. The College Cable Access Center at IPFW is an organi7Jltional member in good
standing of The Alliance for Community ~cdia. a non-profit association representing PEG
television stations nationwide. Our membership bas~ c:ontmous since 1981.

3. The Colleae Cable Access Center at IPFW has been in operalion for 13 years; 1 have
been the director of the center tor four and one-half years, since 1990.

4. As specified in an agreement with the franchised cable operator, IPFW operates the
CoUege Access Channel on our local cable system. The Collttie Access Clw1r\el provides
no-fee cable television system access for seven non-profit colleges 1D the Grealer Fan Wayne
Municipal Area.

Fort Wayne. Indiana 46805-1499
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S. The local College Access Channel is utilized primarily for instructional and
infonnational programming which is desillled to providet post-secondary educational services
to met community. Normal and customary marketing done by the institutions is done through
traditi\lual broadcast and cable media outletS and paid for by the institutions through
traditional marketing means.

6. The Colll!ge Cable Access Center at IPFW receives most of its capital equipment
funding tor the equipment necessary to produce and tranSmit television signal~ on the cable
system through fTanchise fees which 3l'e passed through the franchise authority to the center.
The remainder of its buuIJeL is COJnes from lPFW, the host institution which provides
operational funds, and from nominal grant~ and connibutions, which co~1itute 70 perc~nt of
the total yearly operating budget for the station.

7. Section 611 of the Communications Act of 1984 permits local franchising authorities
to request PEG access and facilities from a cable franchise when such franchise is initiated or
comes up for renewal. The existence of the College Cable Access Center at ~FW facility
depends upon the local franchising authorities insistence that such facilities be a condition of
the: franchise.

8. The Federal Communications Commission is considering further regulations on
persons maintaiaing common-earrier services providing video images. or "video dial-tone"
("VDTIf

).

9. The Federal CommLUlicatioDS Commission is considering the promulgation of such
regulations without requiring a use-'ee structure which would be ltConomically equivaJent to

the costs imposed on cable openuors to, among odler matters, ensure the continuance of PEG
access.

10. The inequitable treatment of similar video transmission services may rtSlIlt in uneven
economic pressures. These pressures will cause cable operaton to cease offering PEG access
to franchise :mrhorities in order to remaizl comperitive with non- fraDcbiseabJe VDT SeMces.
PEG C:lnlelS will close u mdividuals shift from cable to VDT 3I1d franchise fee collections
diminish.

11. If the CoU. Cable .-\cc:ess Center al IPfW is forced to c!ose because «be cable
operator and fraDchising aU1hority ClDDot .. 10 its continuation, then The individuals and
organizations who CWT8Dtly utilize the facilities of the station will be forced to tum to the
commercial marketplace to seek outletS for ectucational programming. Since such
programmina tends by its narure to appeal to a smaller or narrowcast market, commercial
broadcast and cable outlets resist allocating programming time for $w:h purposes.

12. in contrast to commercial television or cable operator-provided production services.
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most programs productd in our colleae cable access facility. including in-studio production
and all post-production costS. are free of charge to complete and show. In our local
commercial market, a half-hour of televisiOl1 time which costs at least S4S0 on a local
broadcast station plus production and post-production costs, which could be as much as
$1,000 per minute in the commercial market in this area could ca:sily add up to a cost of
51,500 or more for simple format programs.

13. The non-profit colleges and their students and faculty who use our facility would find
such fl!es out of their reach and the local production of educational programming would be
curtailed and perhaps cease aJtoaether.

14. The t=rosion of PEG access could have significant deleterious effects OD the practical
enactment of First Amendment ideals, as well. R~nsible comment on subjects of wide
variety by individuaJ citizens would so the way it did in decades past when the television
medium was controlled by relatively few broadcasters. Not only will such access to
telllvision media be very difficult to obtain. but will reqwte fWiding which will, in and of
itself, eliminate many worthy viewpoints from the medium.

IS. After nearly two decades of service, PEG access has proven to be the most
ctCOnomicaZ, equirabl~ practical and sw:cassful means of accomplishing the goal of providing
citizen access to electroDic mus mlldia.

16. VDT regulation which subjects both media to the same PEG requirements is the only
method that wi 11 guarantee the exi~1.enQl of PEG access in a context of telecommunications
competition.

17. VDT reaularion which requires dedicated PEG access chaDDc1s on both media will
further provide the viewiJlg public with the most predicuble and Slable viewina eovironment
a benefit which win lend areaw efficiency IIld order to a system which otherwise may be
extremely difficult for the average viewer to effectively use.

1 submit that the foregoing is trUrhful, based on personal kDowledp.. information. and
belief.

RespecttUUy submitted,

8J
Bernard J. Lohmu11«
Director

December 14, 1994
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In the Maner of )
)

TELEPHONE COMPAJ."N- )
CABLE TE'LEVISION )
Cross-Ownership Rules, )
Sections 63,54-63. S8 )

)
and )

)
Amendments ofPans 32,36. )
61, 64, and 69 ofthe )
Commission's Rules to )
Establish and Implement )
Regulatory Procedures for )
Video Dialtone Service )

CC Docket No. 87-266

Rulemaking No. 8491

•

AFFlDAVIT IN SUPPORT OF COMMENTS

To: The Commission

COMMENTS OF
PUBLIC ACCESS CHA.NNEL 10

Public Access Channel 10 submits these comments in response
to NliDgmakiDa DUmber 8491, specifically regarding issues

ofpr~efttialaccess and in support of tbe comments
filed in this proceeding by the Alliaoce for Commuuity Media

1. My name is Erik S. MoIJbcrg. I am the Public Access Coordinator ofPublic Access
Channel 10, a public access center in Fon Wayne IndiaDa openJing pursuant to a
cable 1taDchise. Section 611 ofthe Communications Act of 1984, as amended
authorizes municipal and state franchising authorities to request that cable operators
support cable access by public, educational, and govemmesuaJ ("PEG") entities.

2. Public Access Channel lOis a member ofThe Alliance for Community Media, a non
profit association representing PEG teJevision stations nationwide.

3. C1wmeI 10 has been in operation for 14 years; I have been CoordiDator of the
center for 10 years. since January 1984.
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4, Local religious. charitable, and community organizations are regular users ofmy
tacilities, Among the 190 organizations that have utilized the facilities of(center) in
the past year are Fort Wayne Dance Collective, Community Harvest Food Bank.
Statewood Baptist Church and the Mayors Office ofFon Wayne Indiana. Among
organizations that have utilized Public Access Channel 10 this past year are 29
community service organizations, 15 government. 31 social service, 21 educational,
34 religious, 17 arts and 43 private. A complete list is attached as exhibit A. TIus is in
accordance with both the letter and the spirit of Section 611. which requires that PEG
centers meet the communications needs of the localities in which a cable franchise
operates.

S. Channel 10 receives its operational funding primarily through the Allen County Public
Library and Comc~'t Cablevision and its capital funding from the franchise fees. which
are passed through the franchise authorit}· to the station, pursuant to the terms of
Fort Wayne City Ordinanc~ franchise agreement.

6 Section 611 of the Communications Act of 1984 permits local franchising authorities
to request PEG access and facIlities from a cable franchise when such francbjse is
initiated or comes up for renewal. The existence ofmon PEG facilities rests upon

franchising authorities' insistence that such taeilities be a condition offranchise,

7. The Federal Communications Commission is considering promulgating further
regulations on persons maintaining common~arrier services providing video
images, or "video dial·tone" ("VDT")

8. The Federal Communications Commission is considering the promulgation ofsuch
regulations without requiring a use-fee structure which would be economica1Iy
equivalent the costs imposed on cable operators to, among other matters, ensure the
continuance ofPEG access.

9. The inequitable treatment ofsimilar video transmission services may result in uneven
economic pressures. These pressures win cause cable operators to cease otfering
PEG access to franchise authorities in order to remain competitive with nOIla
franchiseable VDT services. PEG centers will dose as individuals shift from cable to
VDT aDd thmchile fee collections :dumk.

to. IfCbaanellO is forced to close because the cable operator and. franchising authority
cannot agree to iu continuation, then individuals and organizations who currently
utilize the facilities of the station win be forced into the commercial marketplace.
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11. A half-hour of television time (including in-studio production and all post-production
costs), which is free of charge on Public Access Channd 10, would cost somewhere
betWeen $900.00 to $2,500 on the local Fox Affiliate, Channel SS, the next- 10west
cost option for would-be cable program producers in Fon Wayne. In Fon Wayne
there is no local origination channel Of and leased access channel. Public Access
Channel 10 is the only alternative community residents in Allen County have. Studio
and post-production fees at the local Fox aftiliate run between '$100 to $150 per
hour and cabJecast or rather, broadcast air time can be $300 to $2,000 per balfhour

12. Many of our users would find such tees out of their range and would cease
cablecasting altogether. 89 percent of the private non-profit organizations
that use our PEG facilities on a regular basis have yearly budgets ofless than
$ 50,000 An entIty which wanted to retain its schedule ofbroadcasting weekly
would have to spend its entire budget and more to rnainuin the same programming
schedule within the private sector.

13. The erosion ofPEG access could have signmcam deleterious efFecu on the
practical enaetn1ent ofFirst Amendment ideals.

14. VDT regulation which subjects both media to the same PEG requirements is the
only method that will guarantee the existence ofPEG access in a context of
telecommunications competition.

I submit that the foregoing is trutbfuJ, based on personal knowledg~ infOnnation, and
belief.

•

December 14, 1994.

Re~tfully submitted,
by rf.Q. t\.~\ 1---
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AFFIDAVIT IN SUPPORT OF COMMENTS

To: The Commission

1. My name is Jayne L Gerdeman. I am the Director of Telecommunications overseeing a
government access center in Indianapolis, Indiar~'i operating pursuant to cable franchises.
Section 611 of the Communications Act of 1934, as amended authorizes municipal and state
franchising authorities to request that cable operators support cable access by public, educational,
and governmental ("PEG") entities.

2. The City of Indianapolis, Cable Communications Agency is a member of The Alliance for
Community Media, a non-profit association representing PEG television stations nationwide.

3. Our government access channel has been in operation for 13 years; I have been Director of
Telecommunications in the City ofIndianapolis since May of 1993.

4. Among the organizations that have utilized the facilities of The Cable Communications
Agency in the past year are the National Association of Counties, the NTIA, the U.S. Dept of
Commerce and various city and county agencies as veIl as the Hudson Institute.

5. The Cable Communications Agency of !ndianapolisJMarion County receives its funding
primarily through a portion of our City Franchise Fees.

6. Section 611 of the Communications Act of 1934 permits local franchising authorities to
request PEG access and facilities from a cable franchise when such franchise is initiated or
comes up for renewal. The existence ofmost government access facilities rests upon franchising



authorities' insistence that such facilities be a condition of franchise.

7. The Federal Communications Commission is considering promul-gating further regulations
on persons maintaining common-carrier services providing video images, or "video dial-tone"
("VDT").

8. The Federal Communications Commission is considering the promulgation of such
regulations without requiring a use fee structure which would be economically equivalent to the
costs imposed on cable operators, among other matters, ensure the continuance of government
access.

9. The inequitable treatment of similar video transmission services may result in uneven
economic pressures. These pressures will cause cable operators to cease offering government
access to franchise authorities in order to remain competitive with non-franchiseable video
dialtone services. Government access centers Wll1 dose as individuals shift from cable to video
dialtone and franchise fee collections shrink.

10. If the Indianapolis Cable Communications Agency government access center franchising
authority cannot agree to its continuation, then individuals and organizations who currently
utilize the facilities of the station will be forced into the commercial marketplace.

11. The erosion of government access could have significant deleterious effects on the practical
enactment of First Amendment ideals.

12. Video Dialtone regulation which subjects both media to the same government access
requirements is the only method that will guarantee the existence of government access in a
context of telecommunications competition.

I submit that the foregoing is truthful, based on personal knowledge, information, and
belief.

Respectfully submitted,

~'=\~
December 14, 1994.
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AFFIOAVIT IN SUPPORT OF COMMENTS

To: The Commission

1. My name is Michael P. Henry. I am the Executive Director of
Community Access Television of Salina, Inc., a non-profit public access
center in Salina, Kansas operating pursuant to a cable franchise. Section
e11 of the Communications Act of 1934. as amended authorizes municipal
and state franchising authorities to request that cab'e operators support

It cable access by public, educational, and govemmental (-PEG-) entities.
2. Community Access Television ot Satina, Inc. is a. member of The
Alliance for Community Media, a non-profit association representing PEG
television stations nationwide.
3. Community Access Television of Salina, Inc. has been in operation
for 3 years; I have been Executive Director of the center from the begining
in 1992.
4. Locat religious. charitable, and community organizations are regular
users of my facilities. Among the organizations that have utilized the
facilities of Community Access Television of saUna. Inc. in the past year
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are United Way, Asbury Salina Regional Medical Center, Girl Scouts, 4-H,
City of Salina, Saline County, DARE· Saline County Sheriff Department,
Social Rehabilitation Services of Kansas and many other non-profit and
civic organizations. This is in accordance with both the fetter and the
spirit of Section 611, which requires that PEG centers meet the
communications needs of the localities in which a cable franchise
operates.

5. Community Access Television of Salina. Inc. receives its funding
primarily through "franchise fees, which are passed through the franchise
authority to the station," and "direct provision of access and services by
the cable operator, pursuant to the terms 01 Salina's franchise
agreement-. The remainder of its operating budget comes from grants and
contributions, which constitute 10% percent of the total yearly operating
budget for the station.
6. Section 611 of the Communications Act of 1934 permits local
franchising authorities to request PEG access and facilities from a cable
franchise when such franchise is initiated or comes up for renewal. The
existence of most PEG facilities rests upon franchising authorities'
insistence that such facilities be a condition of franchise.
7. The Federa! Communications Commission is considering promuj·
gating further regulations on persons maintaining common-carrier
services prOViding video images. or "video dial-tone- (·VOT II

).

8. The Federal Communications Commission is considering the
promulgation of such regulations without requiring a use-fee structure
which would be economically equivalent the costs imposed on cable
operators to, among other matters, ensure the continuance of PEG access.
9. The inequitable treatment of similar video transmission services
may result in uneven economic pressures. These pressures will cause
cable operators to cease offering PEG access to franchise authorities in
order to remain competitive with non- franchiseable VOT services. PEG

I centers will close as individuals shift trom cable to VCT and franchise
fee coUections shrink.
10. If Community Access Television of Salina, Inc. is forced to dose
because the cable operator and franChising authOrity cannot agree to its
continuation, then individuals and organizations who currently utilize the
facilities of the station will be forced into the commercial marketplace.
11. A haif-hour of television time (including in-studio production and
aU post-prOduction costs). which is free of charge on PEG channels. would
cost $ 1,800. the next- lowest-cost option for would-be cable program
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. producers in Wichita. This includes $200 for leased access time, $1,200
for studio time, and $400 for post-production services.
12. Many of our users would find such fees out of their range and would
cease cablecasting altogether. 90 percent of the private non-profit
organizations that use our PEG facilities on a regular basis have yearty
budgets of less than $ 200,000. An entity which wanted '.to retain its
schedule of broadcasting weekly would have to spend its entire budget and
more to maintain the same programming schedule within the private
sector.
13. The erosion of PEG access could have significant deleterious effects
on the practical enactment of First Amendment idea's.
14. VDT regulation which subjects both media to the same PEG
requirements is the only method that witl guarantee the existence of PEG
access in a context of telecommunications competition.

I submit that the foregoing is truthful. based on personal nowledge,
information, and belief.

December 14. 1994.
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Before the
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
Washington, D. C. 20554

In the Matter of

TELEPHONE COMPANY
CABLE TELEVISION
Cross-OWnership Rules,
Sections 63.54-63.58

and

Amendments of Parts 32, 36,
61,64, and 69 of the
Commission:s Rules to
Establish and Implement
Regulatory Procedures for
Video Dialtone Service

CC Docket Bo. 87-266

Rulemaking No. 8491

To:

1.

2.

.,....

4.

AFFIDAVIT IN SUPPORT OF COMMENTS

The Commission

My name is Gall Robinson. I am the Coordinator of Government
Access Television at Paducah Community College, a government
access center in Paducah, KY operating pursuant to a cable
franchise. Section 611 of the Communications Act of 1934, as
amended authorizes municipal and state franchising
authorities to request that cable operators support cable
access by public, educational, and governmental ("PEG")
entities.

Paducah Community College is a member of The Alliance for
Community Media, a non-profit association representing PEG
television stations nationwide.

Paducah Community College has been operating· the PEG channels
for 12 years, since 1982.

Local religious, charitable, and community organizations are
regular users of our facilities. Among the organizations
that have utilized the facilities of Paducah Community
College Access Center in the past year are the Paducah
Cooperative Ministry, the West Kentucky Mental Health-Mental
Retardation Board, Inc., the Market House Theatre, the Yeiser
Art Center, Paducah Parks and Leisure Services, and many
others. This is in accordance with both the letter and the
spirit of Section 611, which requires that PEG centers meet



the communications of the localities in which a cable
franchise operates.

5. Paducah Community College Access Center receives its funding
primarily through the franchise authority to the station, "or
" direct provision of access and services by the cable
operator, pursuant to the terms of Paducah-McCracken County's
franchise agreement. "

6. Section 611 of the Communications Act of 1934 permits local
franchising authorities to request PEG access and facilities
from a cable franchise when such franchise is initiated or
comes up for renewal. The existence of most PEG facilities
rests upon franchising authorities' insistence that such
facilities be a condition of franchise.

7. The Federal Communications Commission is considering
promulgating further regulations on persons maintaining
common-carrier services providing video images, or "video
dial-tone" ("VDT").

8. The Federal Communications Commission is considering the
promulgation of such regulations without requiring a use-fee
structure which would be equivalent the costs imposed on
cable operators to, among other matters, ensure the
continuance of Peg ACCESS.

9. The inequitable treatment of similar video transmission
services may result in uneven economic pressures. These
pressures will cause cable operators to cease offering PEG
access to franchise authorities in order to remain
competitive as individuals shift from cable to VDT and
franchise fee collections shrink.

10. If Paducah Community College Access Center is forced to
close because the cable operator and franchising authority
cannot agree to its continuation, them individuals and
organizations who currently utilize the facilities of the
station will be forced into the commercial marketplace.

11. A half hour of television time (including in-studio
production and all post-production costs), which is free of
charge on PEG channels, would cost $600 on Comcast Cable
System, the next lowest-cost option in Paducah. This
includes $50 for leases access time, $250 for studio time,
and $300 for post-production time.

13. The erosion of PEG access could have significant deleterious
effects on the practical enactment of First Amendment ideals.

14. VDT regulation which subjects both media to the same PEG
requirements is the only method that will guarantee the
existence of PEG access in a context of telecommunications
competition.



I submit that the foregoing is truthful, based on personal
knowledge, information, and belief.

December 9, 1994

Respectfully submitted,
by Gail Robinson

Qfa~q~
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AFFIDAVIT IN SUPPORT OF COMMENTS

To: The Commission

1. My name is Hubert Jessup. I am the Gen.-al Manager of
the Boston Community Access and Programming Foundation, a public: access
center in Boston, MA operating pursuant to a cable frand1ise. 5ection 611 of
the Communications Ad of 1934, as amended authorizes municipal and state
franchising authorities to request that cable operators support cable acc:ess
by public, educational, and govemmental ("PEG") entities. .

2. The Boston Community Access and Programming Foundationis a member
of The Alliance for Community Media, a non.profit association~ing PEG
television stations nationwide.
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3. The Boston Community Access and Programming Foundationhas been in
operation for 11 years; I have been General Manager of the center for 11 years,
since 1983

4. Local religious, charitable, and community organizations are
regular users of my facilities. Among the over 200 non-profit organizations that
have utilized the facilities of the Boston Community Access and Programming
Foundation in the past year are the Haitian American Public Health Initiative,
Visiting Nurses Association of Boston, 12th Baptist Church, Ford Hall Forum,
and Hispanic Office of Planning and Education. This is in accordance
with both the letter and the spirit of Section 611, which requires
that PEG centers meet the communications needs of the localities
in which a cable francnise operates.

5 The Boston Community Access and Programming Foundation receives its
funding primarily through or direct provision of access and services by the cable
operator, pursuant to the terms of Boston's franchise agreement. The remainder
of its operating budget comes from grants and contributions, which constitute 10
percent of the total yearly operating budget for the station.

6. Section 611 of the Communications Ad of 1934 permits local franchising
authorities to request PEG access and fadlities from a cable franchise when
such franchise is initiated or comes up for renewal. The existence of most PEG
facilities rests upon franchising authorities' insf5tence that such faCilities be a
condition of franchise.

7. The Federal Communications Commission is considering promulgating
further regulations on persons maintaining common-canier services providing
video images. or "video dial-tone" ('vor.,.

8. The Federal Communications Commission is considering the
promulgation of such regulations without requiring a use-fee structure which
would be economically equivalent the costsim~ on cable operators to,
among other matters, ensure the continuance of PEG access.

9. The ineQUitable treatment of similar video transmission servICeS may
result in uneven economic pressures. These pressures will cause cable
operators to cease offering PEG aec8S$ to franchise aJthorities in order to
remain competitive with non- franchiseable VOT services. PEG centers will
ctose as individuals shift from cable to VCT and franchise fee cotlections shrink.



10. If the Boston Community Access and Programming Foundation is forced
to close because the cable operator and franchising authority cannot agree to its
continuation, then individuals and organizations who currently utilize the
facilities of the station will be forced into the commercial marketplace.

11 A half-hour of television time (including in-studio production and all post-
produdion costs), which is free of charge on PEG channels, would cost $2,200
on Channel 62, the next-Iowest-cost option for would-be cable program
producers In Boston. This includes $700 for leased access time, $800 for
studio time, and $700 for post-production services.

12. Many of our users would find such fees out of their range and would
cease cablecastmg altogether. 90 percent Of the private non-profit organIzations
that use our PEG facilities on a regUlar basis have yearty budgets of less than $
200,000. An entity which wanted to retain its schedule of broadcasting weekly
would have to spend its entire budget and more to maintain the same
programming schedule within the private sedor.

13. The erosion of PEG access could have significant deleterious effects on the
practical enactment of First Amendment ideals.

14. VOT regulation which sUbjeds both media to the same PEG requirements
is the only method that will guarantee the existence of PEG access in a context
of telecommunications competition.

I submit that the foregoing is truthful. based on personal knowledge,
information, and belief.

by
HU!DeI"'-NIUI!UP

Genera' Manager

December 14,1994.
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CC Docket No. 87-266

To:

AFFIDAVIT IN SUPPORT OF COMMENTS

The Commision

1. MY name is Carl Kucharski. ! ~ the Executive Director of

Somerville Community Access Televison, Inc" (SCAT), a public

access center in Somerville, Massac~usettes 9peracinq pursuant to

a cable franchise. Section 611 of che Communications Act of 1934,

as amended authorizes municipal and state franchising authorities

to request that cable operators support cable access by public,

educational, and government (·PEG·) entities.
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2. SCAT is a member of the Alliance for Community Media, a non

profit association represencing PEG television stations

nationwide.

3. SCAT has been in operation for 12 years ..

4. Local religious, charitable, and community organizations are

regular users of ~ facilities. Among the organizations that have

utilized the facilities of SCAT in the past year are; the

Community Ac~ion Aqenc~ of Somerville, Somerville Police

Department, Clarendon Hill Presbyterian Church. ~ast Somerville

Community School, New Covenant Universal Church, Somerville

Community Computing Canter, Somerville Community Partnership,

Massachusettes Alliance of Port~geese Speakers, Somerville Arts

Council, Somerville Boys and Girls Club, Somerville Housing

Authority, The Welcome Project, and Tufts University. This is in

accordance with both the letter and spirit of Section 611, which

requires that PEG centers meet the communications needs of

localities in which a cable franchise operates.

5. SCAT receives funding through franchises fees, which are passed

through the franchise authority to the station pursuant to the

terma of Somerville's franchise agreement. The remainder of SCAT's

operating buaget comes from grants, contributions, memberhsip fees

and earned income which consti~utes a significant percentage of

the total yearly operacing budqet for the station.

6. Section 611 of the Communications Act of 1934 permits local

franchising auchorieies to request PEG access and facilities from

a cable franchise when such franchise is initaeed or comes up for

renewal. The existence of most PEG facilities rests upon
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franchising authorities' insistence that such facilities be d

condition of franchise.

7. The Federal Communications Commission is considering

promulgating further regulations on persons maintaining common

carrier services providing video images, or ·video dia-ltone"

( -VDTn ) •

8. The Federal Communications Ccmmission is considering the

promulgation of such regulations without requiring a use-fee

structure which would be economically equivalent to the costs

imposed on cable operators to, among other matters, ensure the

continuance of PEG access.

9. The inequitable treatment of similar video transmission

services may result in uneven economic p=essur~s. These pressures

will cause cable operators to cease offering PEG access to

franchise authorities in order to remain competitive with non

franchise VOT services. P~G centers will close as individuals

shift from cable to VDT and franchise fee collections shrink.

10. If SCAT is forced to close because the cable operator and

franchise authority cannot agree to its continuation, then

individuals and organizations who currently utilize the faCilities

of the station will be forced inco che commercial marketplace.

11. A half-hour of television time (including in-studio produc:ion

and all post-produCtion costS), which is Eree of charqe on PEG

channels, would cost ~pproximately $1,000.00, che next-lowest-cose

option for would-be cable program producers in Somerville. The

includes $250.00 for leased access time, $500.00 for $tudio t~me.

and $250.00 for post-production services.
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12. Many of our users would find such fees out of their range and

would cease cablecAstinq altogether. Ninety, (90), percent of the

privace non-profic organizAtions that use our PEG facilities on a

regular basis have yearly budgets of less than $200,000.00. An

entity which wanted to retain its schedule of programmi~q weekly

would have to spend a siqnificant portion of its encire budget to

maintai~ the same programming schedule within the private sector.

13. The erosion of PEG access could have significant deleterious

effects on the practic~: enactment of First Amendment ideals.

14. VDT regulations which subjects both media to the same ~EG

requirements is the o~ly method that will guarantee the existence

of PEG access in a context of celecommun~cations competition.

I submit that the foreqoir.g is truthful, base upon personal

knowledge, informacion ana belief.

Cecember 14, 1994
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Before the
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Washington, D.C. 20554
Office of Cable Communications

In the Matter of

TELEPHONE COMPANY·
CABLE TELEVISION
Cross-Ownership Rules,
Sections 63.54-63.58

and

Amendments of Parts 32, 36,
61 t 64, and 69 of the
Commission's Rules to
Establish and Implement
Regulatory Procedures for
Video Dialtone Service
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CC Docket No. 87-266

Rulemaking No. 8491

AFFIDAVIT IN SUPPORT OF COMMENTS

To: The Commission

1. My name is Harry S. Haasch. I am the Executive Director of the Community Television
Network (CTN) (formerly Ann Arbor Community Access Television), a public, educational, and
governmental, access center in Ann Arbor, Michigan operating pursuant to a cable franchise.
Section 611 of the Communications Act of 1934, as amended authorizes municipal and state
franchising authorities to request that cable operators support cable access by public,
educational, and governmental ("PEG'') entitles.

2. CTN is a member of the ~1Ii8nce for Community Media, a non-profit association representing
PEG television stations nationwide.

3. CTN has been in operation for 22 years; I have been Executive Director of the center for 3.5
f years, since July, 1991.

4. Local religious, charitable, and community organizations are regular users of my facilities.
Many organizations have utilized the services and facilities of CTN in the past year. (A partial list
is attached as Exhibit A). This is in accordance with both the letter and the spirit of Section 611,
which requires that PEG centers meet the communications needs of the localities in which a
cable franchise operates.

5. CTN receives its funding primarily through franchise fees, which are directed by the franchise
authority to support the organization, The remainder of its operating budget comes from grants
and in-kind contributions, which constitute 10% of the total yearly operating budget for the
station.

-
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6. Section 611 of the Communications Act of 1934 permits local franchising authorities to
request PEG access and facilities from a cable franchise when such franchise is initiated or
comes up for renewal. The existence of most PEG facilities rests upon franchising authorities'
insistence that such facilities be a condition of franchise.

7. The Federal Communications Commission is considering promul-gating further regulations on
persons maintaining common-carrier services providing video images, or "video dial-tone"
(VOr').

8. The Federal Communications Commission is considering the promulgation of such
regulations without requiring a use-fee structure which would be economically equivalent the
costs imposed on cable operators to, among other matters, ensure the continuance of PEG
access.

9. The inequitable treatment of similar video transmission services may result in uneven
economic pressures. These pressures will cause cable operators to cease offering PEG access
to franchise authorities in order to remain competitive with non-franchiseable VOT services.
PEG centers will close as individuals shift from cable to VOT and franchise fee collections shrink.

10. If CTN is forced to close because the cable operator and franchising authority cannot agree
to its continuation, then individuals and organizations who currently utilize the facilities of the
station will be forced into the commercial marketplace.

11. A half-hour of television time (including in studio production and all post-production costs),
which is free of charge on PEG channels, would cost approximately $1,000.00, the next-Iowest
cost option for would-be cable program producers in Ann Arbor. This includes $400.00 for
leased access time, $300.00 for studio time, and $300.00 for post-production services.

12. Many of our users would find such fees out of their range and would cease cablecasting
altogether. [50%] of the private non-profit organizations that use our PEG facilities on a regular
basis have yearly bUdgets of less than $200,000. An entity which wanted to retain its schedule
of broadcasting weekly would have to spend a significant portion of its entire bUdget to maintain
the same programming schedule within the private sector.

13. The erosion of PEG access could have significant deleterious effects on the practical
enactment of First Amendment ideals.

14. VOT regulation which subjects both media to the same PEG requirements is the ONLY
method that will guarantee the existence of community-based media in a context of
telecommunications competition.

I submit that the foregoing is truthful, based on personal knowledge, information, and belief.

December 14, 1994
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